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WHY WE NEED CAMPAIGN
FINANCE REFORM

HON. JAY INSLEE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 5, 1999

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, the faith of the
American people in their elected government
is slowly slipping away. The cause of this mal-
aise is our defective, broken campaign finance
system. The astronomical costs of Federal
campaigns are having extremely detrimental
effects on our democracy; qualified candidates
are discouraged from running, and special in-
terest dollars continues to drown out the voice
of the average citizen. This outrage is evident
to everyone, except, members of the leader-
ship.

The shortest route between our campaign fi-
nance system and reform is the opportunity to
vote on the bi-partisan Campaign Finance Re-
form Act, otherwise known as the Shays-Mee-
han bill. We have garnered over 188 signa-
tures on our campaign finance discharge peti-
tion. We mean it when we say we want reform
and we want it soon. If we can’t get a sched-
uled vote from the Republican Leadership, we
reform-minded Members will force a vote
through this petition.

Mr. Speaker, this is a truly modest proposal,
but its impact could be nothing short of ex-
traordinary. First, this legislation will finally ban
“soft money.” With this past election cycle, we
saw “soft money” contributions more than
double since the last off-year election, totaling
over $220 million.

Second, this legislation also includes the
Campaign Ad Fairness Provision, reigning in
the unregulated “issue campaigns” to require
them to play by the same finance laws as fed-
eral campaigns.

Third, this legislation gives teeth to the FEC
and provides greater, timelier public disclosure
of individuals contributing to campaigns.

Mr. Speaker, this bill is not an infringement
of free speech, but a restoration of the public
trust. American people are tired of watching
Congress sit back and do nothing as the
amount spent in elections grows higher and
higher, and trust in the system sinks lower and
lower. We need to get big money out of the
electoral process, and give power back to the
people.

| know that the people of the 1st congres-
sional district of Washington want real, mean-
ingful reform, and | urge you to support the Bi-
partisan Campaign Finance Reform Act.

STAMP OUT HUNGER

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 5, 1999

Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of the National Association of Letter
Carriers and Anthony B. Morell Branch 737 in
Santa Ana as they prepare for their “Stamp
Out Hunger” food drive. This event will take
place on Saturday, May 8. The letter carriers
have asked area residents to donate non-per-
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ishable food by leaving the donations outside
their mailboxes on May 8. Letter carriers will
collect the food during their normally sched-
uled mail routes. The food collected will ben-
efit CDC’s Orange County Food Bank and the
Second Harvest Food Bank of Orange County.
These two food banks serve over 240,000
people each month.

“Stamp Out Hunger” is the largest one day
food drive in the nation. This is the seventh
year of participation by Branch 737 of the
Santa Ana letter carriers. Last year letter car-
riers around the nation collected more than 52
million pounds of food. All went to local food
banks in their communities. In the Santa Ana
district alone, 69,000 pounds of food was col-
lected for the Second Harvest Food Bank and
the Community Development Council, the two
food banks in our region.

Unfortunately, hunger continues to be a
problem in Orange County. There are still over
30,000 men, women, children and senior citi-
zens who go hungry every night. We are hop-
ing to reduce that number as much as pos-
sible, by getting every citizen involved in the
food drive.

| commend Branch 737 of the National As-
sociation of Letter Carriers for their valiant ef-
forts to make a difference in our community
and to stamp out hunger.

————

LUBBOCK LETTER CARRIERS PAR-
TICIPATE IN FOOD DRIVE FOR
NATION’S NEEDY

HON. LARRY COMBEST

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 5, 1999

Mr. COMBEST. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend the National Association of Letter
Carriers for their tremendous efforts to help
the hungry in communities across the nation.
On May 8th, 1999, local branches of the Letter
Carriers, in conjunction with the United Way
and the United States Postal Service, will par-
ticipate in a drive to collect non-perishable
food and other needed items to stock the
shelves of local food pantries. This endeavor
will fill pantry shelves for the coming summer
months in more than 10,000 hometowns in
every corner of the United States.

This worthwhile event has taken place for
countless years in the past, and this year’s
drive promises to be one of the most success-
ful. The Lubbock, Texas branch of the Letter
Carriers is rolling up its sleeves and preparing
for a first-class turnout on May 8th. | am con-
fident that the good citizens of Lubbock will
rise to the challenge to ensure that this year's
drive is an overwhelming success.

The Lubbock branch of the National Asso-
ciation of Letter Carriers is deserving of our
full support and praise for their work in the
fight against hunger in the 19th District of
Texas. Their efforts truly exemplify the spirit of
service and giving that draws our community
together. With a little help from us all, the May
8th food drive can touch the lives of the many
West Texans who are in need.

May 5, 1999
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TODD TIAHRT

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 5, 1999

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, on May 4, | was
unavoidably detained back in my congres-
sional district due to the devastating tornado
storm and missed roll call vote numbers 105
(H. Con. Res 84), 106 (H. Con. Res. 88) and
107 (H. Res. 157). Had | been present | would
have voted yes on passage on each of the
three bills.

———————

TRIBUTE TO THE CONABLE
FAMILY

HON. THOMAS M. REYNOLDS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 5, 1999

Mr. REYNOLDS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
on the occasion of the dedication of the Wyo-
ming County Courthouse in Warsaw, New
York, in the name of the Conable family,
whose members have a long and proud his-
tory of dedication to public service.

Family patriarch Barber Conable served as
Wyoming County judge from 1924—-1951. Fol-
lowing his retirement, his son, John Conable
assumed the judgeship from 1952-1983.
John'’s brother, Barber Conable, Jr., went from
practicing law in nearby Batavia to this House
of Representatives, where he served for 20
years as a Member of Congress. Following his
service in the House of Representatives, Bar-
ber Conable, Jr. served as President of the
World Bank, from which he retired several
years ago.

As we noted at the building’s dedication
ceremony on April 27th, no other family in Wy-
oming County’s history has come close to the
level and commitment of public service as the
Conables.

Mr. Chairman, | ask that this House of Rep-
resentatives join me in saluting the Conable
family for their tremendous dedication to public
service, and to salute all the residents of Wyo-
ming County on the occasion of the dedication
of the Wyoming County Courthouse.

———

TRIBUTE TO MRS. MARY JANE
RODGES

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 5, 1999

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a life long resident of
Cleveland, Mississippi and my constituent,
Mrs. Mary Jane Rodges. Mrs. Rodges will cel-
ebrate her 85th birthday on May 22, 1999.
Mrs. Rodges, a devoted mother, dedicated
church woman, and retired educator of local
acclaim has much to be thankful for and is
well deserving of our high praise. She taught
in the Mississippi public school system for 40
years, helping to prepare thousands of young
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